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Adonis, Marios, Associate Professor in Clinical Health Psychology, Head of the De-
partment of Social Sciences, University of Nicosia. Dr Adonis is a board member of 
the Cyprus Mental Health Commission and of the Disciplinary Committee of the Cy-
prus Psychologists’ Registration Council. He has served two terms on the executive 
council of the Cyprus AntiDrug Council, a term as the National Delegate for the Re-
public of Cyprus at the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and was the Sub-
stitute Member at the Management Board of theEuropean Monitoring Center for 
Drugs and Drug Addiction for five years. Dr Adonis has also served as the vice pres-
ident of the Cyprus Psychologists Association for two terms, served a term on the 
board of the Cyprus Psychologists Registration Council, and represented Cyprus in 
the Standing Committee on Ethics of the European Federation of Psychological Asso-
ciations for two terms. He also works as a Clinician and is the Clinical supervisor for a 
substance dependence rehabilitation center in Cyprus. His research interests include 
psychosocial and cultural factors in cardiovascular, physical, and mental health, pos-
itive psychology, stress, and trauma.

Vasileia Anaxagorou, practicing artist and a PhD candidate in Gender Studies at 
the University of Cyprus.  She studied Politics and History at the University of Not-
tingham and Goldsmiths College, the University of London in the United Kingdom. 
She was then admitted to the School of Visual Arts in New York City, where she grad-
uated as the top student of her department in BFA Fine Art. She received an MFA in 
Fine Art (with distinction) from the University of Oxford with the supervision of Ka-
trina Palmer and Oreet Ashery. Vasileia is currently working towards her doctoral 
research at the University of Cyprus, focusing on the Cypriot feminist subjectivities 
of performance artists. Anaxagorou’s work is interdisciplinary, overlapping in plac-
es with moving- image, performance, socially-engaged artworks, photography, paint-
ing, drawing, and text-based narratives. Through her work, she continually address-
es themes from feminist and queer theory and uses her voice through art-making and 
research questioning gender representation in societal canons. 

Alexandros Antonaras, Vice President of Student Services and Associate Profes-
sor of Management at the University of Nicosia, Cyprus. He holds a BSc in Math-
ematics & Statistics with Management (Brunel University, UK), an MSc in Quality 
Management, and a PhD in Quality & Process Improvement (Cranfield University, 
UK). He is Chairman of the Cyprus Network for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR 
Cyprus) and a Certified Entrepreneurship Facilitator by the Entrepreneurship Learn-
ing Initiative (USA). Alexandros is an EFQM Excellence Model Assessor, certified 
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Project Management Professional (PMP), member of the Project Management In-
stitute (PMI), and a certified VET Trainer by the Cyprus HR Development Authori-
ty. Involved in EU-funded initiatives like CSR Matrix and Growing on Ethics, Alexan-
dros has contributed to CSR Europe projects such as EP4Y and CEOs Call to Action. 
With extensive teaching experience, he has published and presented widely on CSR, 
sustainability, business ethics, entrepreneurship, and quality management.

Erica Charalambous, dance scholar and practitioner specialising in dance digi-
tization, archives, and embodied research methodologies. She completed a cotute-
lle doctorate at Coventry University’s Centre for Dance Research (UK) and Deakin 
University (Australia), focusing on embodied and oral history approaches to dance 
archives. Her work explores the organisation, curation, and use of dance archives 
across Germany, the UK, and Australia, with an emphasis on memory, decolonisa-
tion, and ethical practices in dance education. Her research is featured in Dance Re-
search Journal, Journal of Dance and Somatic Practices, and Journal for Australa-
sian Drama Studies. Current projects include the book Poetics of Dance Encounters 
(2024) and collaborations on innovative archiving methods with Cypriot choreogra-
phers Lia Haraki, Arianna Economou and embodied ethnographies, family and ge-
nealogy storytelling. Bridging academia and practice, Erica engages in workshops, 
publications, and installations that challenge traditional boundaries in dance stud-
ies, cultural practices and how social memory is recorded.

Kyriakos N. Demetriou, Regular Member of the Cyprus Academy of Sciences, 
Letters and Arts and Professor of Political Thought at the University of Cyprus. 
He specialises in the history of political philosophy and intellectual history, with a 
focus on classical reception, historiography, and the evolution of democratic the-
ories. He has authored and edited several English-language works (monographs, 
articles, edited volumes), such as: Studies on the Reception of Plato and Greek Po-
litical Thought in Victorian Britain (2011), The European Union in Crisis: Ex-
plorations in Representation and Democratic Legitimacy (2015), Democracy in 
Transition: Political Participation in the European Union (2013). In addition to 
his publications, he has served as the Executive Editor of Polis: The Journal for An-
cient Greek and Roman Political Thought from 2002 to 2019. He is also the Found-
ing Series Editor of Brill’s ‘Companions to Classical Reception’ and ‘Companions to 
Classical Philosophy’ overseeing scholarly works that explore the impact of classi-
cal antiquity on later cultures. Beyond his academic pursuits, Demetriou contrib-
utes to the literary world as the author of works that bridge philosophy, literature, 
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and popular science. His recent book, Η Κρυφή Ζωή των Φιλοσόφων (The Hidden 
Life of Philosophers, 2024), reveals lesser-known aspects of the personal lives of 
great thinkers.

Melpo Iacovidou, Assistant Professor in the School of Business of the Universi-
ty of Nicosia. She holds a Doctorate in Quality Management from Middlesex Uni-
versity, UK, an M.B.A. from Adelphi University, USA (with Distinction) and a B.Sc. 
in Accounting from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, USA. She has also taught in 
other private and public universities in Cyprus. Currently she is the Director of the 
Erasmus+ and NEOLAiA European University Alliance Unit. She is the Head of the 
Industry Liaison Office of UNIC (promoting the link between academia and indus-
try), and a member of the Senate. She has also served as the Director of the Academ-
ic Compliance Office of the University of Nicosia, the Associate Head of the Dept. of 
Accounting, a member of the Internal Quality Assurance Committee, the Internal 
Quality Assurance Auditor of the University of Nicosia and the Erasmus Institution-
al Coordinator. She also served as Bologna Expert (2014) and currently she is a VET  
(Vocational Education and Training) expert for the Institute for the Management of 
European Programs for Lifelong Learning, Cyprus (IDEP). She has also participat-
ed in and successfully coordinated various EU funded programs, has published in in-
ternational journals, and has numerous conference presentations and proceedings. 
Dr Iacovidou is currently a member of the Executive Committee of NEOLAiA Euro-
pean University Alliance https://neolaiacampus.eu/ and the Local Project Coordina-
tor for the project.

Ioanna Papasolomou, Professor of Marketing at the University of Nicosia, Cy-
prus, is a certified Chartered Marketer by the UK Chartered Institute of Marketing. 
She has presented at international conferences and published in journals like Jour-
nal of Marketing Management, Marketing Intelligence and Planning, and Journal of 
Brand Management. She has chaired international conferences, contributed to aca-
demic books, and reviewed for journals such as Journal of Marketing Communica-
tions and International Journal of Corporate Communications. Additionally, she has 
guest-edited marketing and management journal issues and serves as an external 
PhD examiner for MARA University of Technology, Malaysia.

Vasilis Polimenis, Finance Professor, Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Limassol. Professor Polimenis holds a PhD in Finance from Wharton, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and has been a faculty at Universities in the US and Europe. 
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His published work is internationally recognized for contributions to financial engi-
neering, investments, and financial machine learning.

Despoina (Sheila) Sfountouri, is an economist and holds a MSc in Applied Eco-
nomics and Finance from the Athens University of Economics and Business. Cur-
rently, she is a PhD candidate at the University of Nicosia. The topic of her doctor-
al thesis concerns the investigation of integration of ESG indicators in Greek and 
Cypriot companies with the aim of developing an ESG Framework for effective uti-
lization by companies. She currently works as a Strategy and Development Consult-
ant at a Network and Security company in Athens, Greece and is a researcher on the 
EU-funded project MESS4GE, which aims to promote ESG reporting in EU SMEs. 

Andreas Theophanous, Professor of Political Economy, President of the Cyprus 
Center for European and International Affairs, and  Head of the Department of Pol-
itics and Governance of the University of Nicosia. He served as Economic Advisor to 
the President of the Republic of Cyprus George Vassiliou from September 1990 to 
February 1993. Theophanous’ areas of interest and publications revolve around the 
Cyprus problem, governance in biethnic and multiethnic societies, European Inte-
gration, Cyprus-EU relations, EU-Turkish relations, the Eastern Mediterranean, is-
sues of public policy, political economy and higher education. He has, among other 
things, also done pioneering work on various aspects of the Cyprus problem. The-
ophanous is the author of many books, scholarly articles, reports, policy papers and 
numerous articles. He has served on national and international committees dealing 
with political, economic and research issues. He has visited several European, Ameri-
can and other universities and think tanks as a Visiting Professor, Senior Fellow and/
or Guest Speaker.

Zenonas Tziarras, Lecturer in the Department of Turkish and Middle Eastern 
Studies at the University of Cyprus. He holds a PhD in Politics and International 
Studies from the University of Warwick, UK, a BA in Mediterranean Studies from the 
University of the Aegean, Greece, and an MA in International Relations and Strate-
gic Studies from the University of Birmingham, UK. He has completed a postdoctor-
al fellowship in the Department of Social and Political Sciences at the University of 
Cyprus, focusing on Turkish foreign policy. Over the years, he has held various teach-
ing and research positions in Cyprus and abroad. Among his publications is Turkish 
Foreign Policy: The Lausanne Syndrome in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle 
East (Springer, 2022).


